[Adverse effect optic neuropathy].
Damage of the optic nerve (optic neuropathy) may be caused, apart from other reasons, by an adverse drug effect. The drugs most often discussed in this context are amiodarone, ethambutol, linezolid, and phosphodiesterase inhibitors. By far the most frequent cases appear with ethambutol and may be irreversible. All drugs mentioned here are highly effective in their indications, and their value shall not be questioned by the discussion on a possible damage of the optic nerve. Rather, the knowledge of this side effect shall enhance the responsible handling of drugs and permit a qucker recognition and reaction in case of an optic neuropathy.